
 
 

Year 1- Autumn 1  

Overview 

Theme- Penguins, possums and pigs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English: 
Linking to our topic of ‘Penguins, Possums and Pigs’ we will be focusing on the story ‘Lost and Found’ by 

Oliver Jeffers. This beautifully written book is all about a penguin who wants a friend. The children will 

eventually write their own ‘Lost and Found’ story while focusing on our grammar targets of finger 

spaces, letter formation and hand-writing. We will be following the Talk for Writing process and 

kicking the story off with an exciting hook to  engage interest and excitement about our new topic, while 

giving a purpose of writing.  

The Talk for Writing process will follow: imitate, innovate and invent. 

Imitate- at this stage the children will learn the story ‘Lost and Found’ and will be thinking deeply about 

the comprehension aspect of the story while applying their reading skills. We will be learning the story 

through repetitive actions, acting and playing lots of games. We will also be thinking about our grammar 

focus and extending our vocabulary along the way. 

Innovate- Once the children are confident at retelling the story and have a deep understanding of the 

story, we will move onto the innovate stage. This consists of changing the characters and setting of ‘Lost 

and Found’ and also applying our new grammar skills to our writing. 

Invent- Finally, we will be inventing our own ‘Lost and Found’ story which we will share with parents at 

the end! The final piece will be independent. 

 

Skills to practise at home- letter formation and handwriting will be a key focus throughout this topic. 

Also practising simple sentences and using finger spaces would be very useful. 

Mathematics: 
We will be concentrating on Number and Place Value for the first couple of weeks and really 

consolidating children’s understanding of number, recognising numerals, comparing, ordering and working 

with numbers to 20. We will be deepening knowledge and moving on from their learning in Reception class 

by providing children with a range of methods (including mental methods) to master Number and Place 

Value. We will be ordering numbers, thinking about one more and one less, and comparing numbers; while 

using mathematical language. 

 

Skills to practise at home- ordering and understanding amounts up to 20. 

Phonics: 
We will be recapping over Phase 3 to ensure that we are confident with these sounds and can apply these 

to our reading and writing. Additionally, some children will be moving onto Phase 4 with Miss Burn. We 

will be focusing on using our ‘robot arms’ to segment and split up words while continuing to blend words. 

 

Skills to practise at home- reading as much as possible will have a dramatic effect upon the children’s 

phonics. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: 
In Science, we will be focusing on animals, including grouping, classifying, labelling and exploring animals. 

The Key Learning includes: 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals. 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

 Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals, and including pets). 

 Find out and describe how animals look different to one another. 

 Group together animals according to their different features. 

 Recognise similarities between animals:  

 structure: head, body, way of moving, senses, body covering, tail. 

 Animals have senses to explore the world around them and to help them to survive. 

 Recognise that animals need to be treated with care and sensitivity to keep them alive and 

healthy. 

Geography: 
In our topic lessons, we will be focusing on Geography. We will be learning the seven continents of the 

world through songs and using maps. We will also be looking at cold and hot places in the world and be 

understanding the differences. We will also be looking at the animals that live in these places and what 

the terrane, food and houses are like there.  

The key learning includes:  

 Name and locate the world’s the seven continents and five oceans. 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 

and South Poles. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

a) Key physical features, including: land, sea, ocean, season and weather. 

b) Key human features, including: city, town, village. 

 Use a range of maps and globes (including picture maps) at different scales. 

 Know that maps give information about places in the world (where/what?). 

 Locate land and sea on maps. 

 Ask simple geographical, ‘where?’, ‘what?’, and ‘who?’ questions about the world. 

 Recognise differences between their own and others’ lives. 

 

Religious Education/PSHE: 
Christianity – what is a church? 

Learning about Christian festivals that occur at this time of the year. 

 

PSHE – settling in to Year 1, independence, getting along with one another, group work, listening to 

each other’s ideas 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Art and Design: 
We will be looking at using a range of different medias while linking to our topic. We will be creating 

our own animals and eventually we will plan and create how to create our own animals our of clay. 

The key learning includes: 

Drawing 
 Experiment with a variety of media; pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, 

ballpoints, chalk. 

 Control the types of marks made with the range of media. 

 Observe and draw shapes from observations. 

 Invent new shapes ( e.g. icebergs). 

 Investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines, light/dark shapes. 

Painting 
 Use a variety different brush sizes and types. 

 Mix and match colours to objects. 

 Work on different scales. 

 Name different types of paint and their properties; e.g. watercolours/ready mix. 

 Identify primary and secondary colours by name. 

 Mix primary shades and tones. 

3-d Clay 
 Manipulate malleable materials in a variety of ways including rolling and kneading. 

 Manipulate malleable materials to make a sculpture. 

 Change the surface of a malleable material. 

 Understand the safety and basic care of materials and tools. 

 
 

Music 
The material presents an integrated approach to music where games, the interrelated dimensions 

of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and playing instruments are all linked. We will also be 

continuing our weekly singing practises to learn a range of new and old songs. 

P.E 
We will be focusing on gymnastics and learning how to master the basic movements of running, jumping, 

balancing, agility, moving in difference ways, and co-ordination.  

Games and fundamental Movement Skills taught by Phil which will include running, jumping, throwing, 

catching, agility, co-ordination and balance. 

 


