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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to another exciting school year at Coates Lane and welcome to Year 5. 

I am delighted to be teaching in Year 5 again this year and am looking forward to getting to know you 

and your children over the coming weeks and months. If at any time during the school year you wish to 

speak to me about anything, please do not hesitate to come in. My door is always open to parents so 

please just pop in before or after school if there is anything you wish to discuss about your child. 

The Year 5 teaching team this year consists of myself, Mrs Mackie (who is a Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant) and, for 4 mornings, Mrs. Darcey.  I will be out of class for three afternoons each week. When 

I am not in class, Mrs. Green will be teaching for two of the afternoons until she goes on maternity leave. 

Mrs. Mackie will be teaching on Friday afternoons so the children will always be in very good hands.  

Each week I will send out a newsletter with brief details of what we are studying in class during the 

week along with information about PE sessions, extra-curricular activities and weekly homework. 

Homework this term will follow the same routine each week so that the children are always aware of 

what is expected. Each week the children will be given a spelling list to learn and a focussed times table 

to learn; each of these will be tested on Friday every week. In addition to this, I will be setting a 

homework task for the children to complete on Active Learn. Active Learn provides the children with 

access to a wealth of educational and fun resources and to a huge library of books in Bug Club. Reading 

is critical to your child’s educational development and, as such, it forms part of the weekly homework. I 

know many children are avid readers and do not see it as a chore, whereas others are more reluctant. 

Ideally, your child should read every evening; they can read online books in Bug Club, books from the 

school library or any other reading material that interests them.  

The children will be given a homework diary to record details of the weekly homework and the spelling 

list. Please use this book to send messages to me if you wish – if you do write a message, please ask 

your child to hand the book to a member of staff in the morning. 

During the autumn term, the children will have PE twice a week; please ensure your child is equipped 

with a school PE kit (white t-shirt, navy shorts and slip on pumps, along with plain navy or black joggers 

and sweatshirt for outdoor PE). After half term, we will be going swimming each week – full details will 

be sent to you well in advance of this. 

Please call in to school or ring if you have any questions you would like to ask. 

Yours sincerely, 

Colum Grogan  

Year 5 Teacher and Deputy Head 
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Maths 
The first week of term will be spent exploring 

place value and ensuring the children are 

equipped with the necessary basic skills to 

help them cope with the demands of the Year 

5 curriculum. During the week, I aim to work 

with each of the children so that I get an initial 

understanding of their individual strengths and 

areas for development.  

Details of the curriculum can be found here:  

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year5/mat

hematics  

 

 

English 
Our first theme is ‘Legends of the British 

Isles’ and this week we will begin reading the 

story of Beowulf; although not set in the 

British Isles, it is regarded as the one of the 

most important stories in old English 

literature. It is an exciting story which always 

grips the children. We will use ideas from it 

and other legends to help us write our own 

legendary story. 

Theme 
My primary aim this week is to get to know the children a little better and to help them 

settle happily into a new classroom with new routines 
Our topic for the first half term is called “A Kingdom United” – this has a wealth of 

stimulating work for the children to explore, particularly in Geography, History, Music and 
English. This week will see an introduction to the history topic which is an in-depth study 

of the Anglo-Saxon period; the children will be taught when this period of history occurred 
and how it came about.  

In geography, we will be looking at the country in which we live and learning what is 
meant by the UK and GB.  

 

 Extras 
French will be on Tuesday morning with Mme. Wardle. 

PE will be on Monday and Thursday afternoons – please ensure your child has full PE kit 
in school for indoor and outdoor (we will always go outside if possible, weather 

permitting). Please remember, long hair should be tied back and earrings/other jewellery 
should not be worn. All children have an entitlement to P.E. and as such I aim to ensure 
that all children take part in all lessons; it does help tremendously if your child has the 

correct PE kit ready for each lesson. 

This Friday we are lucky to have a visiting author in school – Dan Worsley – who will be 
taking a whole-school assembly and then delivering a special writing workshop for our 

class which I’m sure the children will love. 
 

Spelling Focus  
We will begin the year by reviewing some spelling patterns learned in previous years, 

starting with words ending in –ure or –er. New lists will be given out on Fridays and there 

will be a weekly test on the following Friday.  

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year5/mathematics
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